CHAPTER XII

THE  STATE AND  SOCIETY.   FUNCTIONAL

DEMOCRACY

THE doctrine of State sovereignty carries with it,
almost  inevitably, the  identification  of  State
and   society.   This   identification,    practically
complete in the works of Plato and Hegel, has been
modified by more recent apologists for the State.   But,
twist and turn as they may, they cannot escape alto-
gether from the logic of their presuppositions.   They
may admit, for instance, that a man may belong to many
other associations besides the State, but, in a case of
conflicting loyalties he must stand by the territorial
unit, which is the real buttress against anarchy and the
fundamental guarantor of an ordered, civilized existence.
These groups, accordingly, both internal and external to
the State, are allowed only a shadowy and ghostly life,
and must vanish, like Hamlet's father, when the spirit's
hour of liberty is spent.   As for the State, should we
stiE feel our loyalty commanded by some other body or
by the individual conscience,
We do it wrong, being so majestica.,
To offer it the show of violence,
For it is, as the air, invulnerable
And our vain blows malicious mockery.
But an analysis of modern society, which is not
conditioned by any bias of metaphysical idealism^ must
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